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PART VIT
Farm Marketing and Level of Living

Location for Morketing

Islend County farms are favorably located for marketing in the metropolitan
arca of the Fuget Sound Basin, Onee handicapped by an island location and dee .
rerdence on irfrequent ferrying and barging service, the area is now in rapid
and ecconomical communication with the mainland, Modern ferry service and
bridges to the mainland now give Island County a more central location, Within
2 raciug of 100 miles of Coupeville on Whidbey Island there is an accessible
rariet of over 1,000,000 persons living in the Puget Sound area, By ferry and
Lighway Island County farms ave within two hours travel time to Seattle, While
the distance adds to cost of hauling crops, Livestock and dairy products Vo
market, it does not prohibit Island County commercial farmers frem competing
«n the metropolitan marketing area,

Iransnortation

In recent years Island County has become almost entirely dependent on
truck trausportation by highway and ferry. The area has mever had any raile
road connection to the mainland, Dependence on boats, barges and cargo-
carrying ferries has lessened markedly since 1935, Today the tulk of Island
County's milk, eggs, poultry, grain, vegetables, berries and forest products
are hauled by contract truckers and farmer-owned trucks to the mainland via
state highway 1D, This route connects to the mainland via the Deception Pass
Bridge in the north and by the Columbia Beach-Mukdlteo ferry across a narrow
channel in the south, Camano Island is connected to the mainland by highway
1-Y across & narrow tidal flat, The state, county and private highway system
gives a good access to markets for nearly all farms. The two major islande of
the county toitain 194 miles of state primary hardesurfaced roads and 215 miles
of gravelled county roads serving farmlands,

- The Washington Btate Ferries, a state-owned utility, provides scheduled
service from the south end of Whidbey Island to Mukilteo, a mainland point
betuzen Everett and Seattle., Farm produce from Coupeville and southward
destined fer Seattle uses this route, Ferry service includes a crossing every
half-hour and 32 crossings per dey from the Columbia Beach terminal to the
mainlznde Truek and trailer tolls on the ferry add a small cost of $1.50 per
pick-up truck and $5 to §7 for larger trucks, Toll charges add about 50 cents
cost per ton of bulky supplies and produchs belng hauled into and experted from
khidbey Island,

Income, Value of Farm Products Sold

Agricultural marketing in Island Cowrty during 195L invelved eight major
types of products and returned a gorss income of over $2,588,000 to the farming
opulation, Total sales were less than in 1949 when the total was about
2,833,000, This resulted from a decline in the mumber of commercial farming
operations, In total value of products marketed by farmers, Island County
ranked thirtisth in the state although in land area it ranked only thirty-ninth,
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Eighly groductive poultry and dairy farms make agricultural income relatively

high per unit of farmland arsa, Poultry farming of an intensive type 15 a
major sowrce of farm income, :

Total Value of Farm Products Sold in 195L: $2,588,262
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. .p.. Farm gross income from saleg.of products was divided up among 296 commerw
P8 farms 1n 195), ‘Only about hail of 411 rural places defined as farms by
*he Contus were cdassified as commeraial operations aelling $250 or more worth
. ..of products, ~ Noncommercial farmy, Jardely part-time and pesidential, mmbered
“7"325.7"A large proportion of fapm sales are made by farms in the anmnal gross
.. Ancone clagses of $2,500.to $103000 per year, Cood to high income farme rew
“eeiving $10,000 to ovér $25,000 mimber about 105 which is relatively high in
“ 7 vrgportion to the total number of farms. .The high income farms are mainly of
" “the dadry and poultry types, - : S

Marketing Eggs and Poultry , _ ‘ \
wiro .. The sale and haidling of penltry .and poultry products is the most impore
.. %apt field of agricliltural marketing, .Chickens, eggs, turkeys and other.
7 poultry brotght ip hbout half of all gross farm ineome during 195L, Poultry
. ie"overa millichl dollar annual industyy, and in 195k when last measured by.
“eHo Census, 14 Teturhed sver $1,297,000 Yo poiildry farmers, . Island County. was
 Washingtonts ninbhmost important ‘poultry. county in that year. About 220 farms
+ 713N the “county marketed 1ive poultry or eggs durdng 195k,
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Commercial turkeys were the main specialty in poultry marketing in 195k,
There were 35 turkey producing farms which sold a total of 88,000 birds,
Turkey marketings to mainland points brought a gross return of about $490,000
in 195k, Turkeys are marketed mainly through the Washington Farmer's Cooper-
ative and are hauled to the Coonerative's processing plent in Mount Vernon on
the mainland, Some are sold to poultry processing plants in the Seattle metroe
politan area, : .

Fresh ege merketing 1s a second sajor field of cash returns., About 170
farns sold over one million dozen eggs, valued at about $470,000 during 1954,
<r~8 arc marketed mainly through the Washington Farmer's Cooperative plant at
nuat Vernon in Skagit County, Some egge are sold locally or delivered to
Jealers and retailers in Everett and Seattle,

Sales of chickens and fryer chickens are third in the overail poultry
industry, Over 200 farms sold live chickens for slaughter and breeding or
laying stock in 195L, About 412,000 birde were sold, valued at $32L,000,
Host chickens and fryers were hauled to Mount Vernon for processing, The pro-
duction of brollers or young fryer chickens was a specialty on 23 farms in
1954, Production and sales in that year were 350,000 fryers with a return of
$276,000 to the poultrymen railsing them,

Class of Livestook T dantity Amount Received
Products Sold Marketed By Farmers
- Dairy Products
Who.le mili{ﬂ!.—-—nu—-—nu---- ! 11,700,92

1bs, $ hsg,309

192 093 'Ib

Bat":erfaa_~.===ﬁa;ai-_aia-_i 13,283 lbs, 597
Total all dairy products TSR
Poultry and poultry producis
Chickons amuwe e armmnn e - 112,155 birds | § 324,349
B gbmmm e e --+ 1,143,731 dozen k70,308
Turkeys, ducks, geefgwm-- 6

Total 2ll poultry & poultry products $1,291,19
Animals so0ld alive '

TS ——— - 1,334 head $ 182,687
Ga.:.VGS'"‘ --------------- - 889 head 27,6’.‘1
Hoge and pigdewmememancus 1,453 head 15,250
Cheep and lambs—me=monwm- 675 head 9,269

Horses and milcs smmsee——ee 19 head __62,_@?_
Total 21l arimals sold alive $ 267,92
Other livestock and livestoek

products solde - o ——————— - $ 3,808

Total amoun’ received for livestock
and livestock profucts —— $2,028,831

Source: U. S, Census, Agriculiure
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MIFLLY, mfl,.‘in Iwand Couaty. . Wiile: smaller than in the years prior:to.1950
284D Xport. oi wholeailk and a minor;amount.of . .cream approaches an anmial-éales

“a,ﬁ.,value of ﬁsoq,ooo bo, Islaad Connty. agricultura. Commercial dairying. is prace

“'$iced by abcut 200 farms in Isiand County, In 1957 there were 60 griadeé-4 milk

" producing forme whish were shipping milk into Seattle and its suburban citics,

;,gi;[slami Ooup‘bxd,s ggrt Qf the gregtgr segttle or Puget Sound me'bropolitan area
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= i;"i .Most .'fs}and Geunty,wl;e‘}.g mllgia mmed fo main],and milk diatribut

“plants urdor rulee and pricingyegidatdons mnder a Federal Milk Order governing
“the Puget Scund Milk Narketing Aves which includes 15 dairy countles in western

SRS, NI "W N L 1L S Rt ) | VO JERNNY L P R )

» uwggg%ygwna vanNovanter :395F-4hote-marie 60- grade A milk producers-in .l.u.a,uu
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o lggme;;ts Trom.Jeland - Gounty wemesabouti570,000. pounds per monthy . Gver- 80 per=
wrin-SENY 0f-the milk Wag e&ag*mzﬁ +the urban-dairy plants by tanker trucks.
: ﬂai@;dei;vc'fy Jpoints. of ulic wholemtli for Island County -daiiymen.are. at
Dottliing.and proceasing plants: @bqeak Hax;bov, Anaoortea, Mdunb Vernon, Birling=
f_i’&eh, Everett and north Saattle. emiE oy EE
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_ About 300 farms in Island Co uhty'marketed live animels during 195k, These
Anestred-salen ‘Ho-sleughter: p?lanks,- “Country buyers,: neighboring faimers and to
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Potai-esles of s‘laughter, Feader-and-broeding etook during the year t;ab‘ nearly
" $268,000, Cattle of the dairy cull and beef types end calves for veal or as
= “feeders caagcounted for the tul& ef“'&&i’aﬂe Sales of hogs were: second in impore

- +av1ge amanntdne ta fmﬁ Ao = dine af sheon. 'hnvmun- and: oant s wvara w-1ni.'lv-‘lu
. e g1 ’ - U‘l".lle L A2 wu’ "VW. H kY. y;amvr 2 AW WM RN Euuvv e W & “’

“ridnor o < Mgt Tevastock Farmers ‘makdng eales - haul, their animale to livestook
yards in Seattls and Everett and to state 1tcensed community auction‘yards at
Burling’oon emd Sedro qulley_ £ ;neighboxing Skagit T)ounty. -
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~ Coumercial erops made U 615. “ohesfifth of Island county farm marketings
4n 195, All crops sold locally and exported brought returns of oy $170,000,
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Forage and feed erops o l‘my ‘enid- gradn ma’inly marketed 1ocally to poultry and
1ivaatoci: farmers were most yﬂugble, sccounting for nearly $23l,000, Hajor
-feed crops sgld were L3, 000 Lushble of wheat, 36,000 oats and L,500 barley,

- Some of this grain goes %6 cubtcm feed ' mills or to eommial fead mills at
“Oak HarBar, Mount Vernon and-the Seattglg area serving the poultry industry,
‘Baled hay- ie 8old in minor amounts ‘J:ocal‘ﬂ;v, amounting to about 2,000 tons per
year. Normally the area haa a shortage of- al!'alfa and tarmers import -4t from
eastern Waghibgton, < TTTYTIRTecoe
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Y Marké’ti‘r‘::g‘ Service Info‘rmation *R*é’ﬁé‘r*ﬁa, NWicholas L., Keyook, Varket

strator, Pugcl Sound; haphington Mk Marketing Avea. Seattls

Vashingzton, November 1957,
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Commercial vegetables sold to processors in the Mount Vernon, La Conner
and Starmood areas and to fresh market wholesale and retail outlets in the
Everett and Seattle market areas are the second most valuable crops marketed,
About 4O farms were growing commercial vegetables in 195L and their total sales
were approximately #96,000, Green peas and winter squash are the two most irmw
portant commercial vegetables., In some recent years about 2,000 tons of peas
have been sold to processors. Commercial pea crops in some years are valued
at over $100,000, Winter squash in recent years has been harvested from 300
to 400 acres for fresh market in Seattle and obher cities with a market value
of about $50,000,

The s2is of horticultural specialties valued at $65,000 in 195k is Limited
ts lars thovn a dozen farms. Same fiowers and plants are sold at roadside
fLeites  laje™ itoms s0ld off the island to handiers on the mainland are flower
bulbs and certificd vegetable seeds, Most of these are marketed through Buye
lington and Fount Vernon,

Berry and tree fruit sales in 195k were velued at mearly $77,000, Most
berries were sold to processors in Skagit and Snohomish Counties, Most of the
loganberry crop wert to a Seattle winery. There are generally local sales to
rotailers; U.pickers and tourists.

Table 30,« Crops Marketed From Teland County Farms, 1954

= Amount Received
Type of Crop Sold . | By Farmers | foreent ALl
| (Dollars) rops Sold
Field Creps (wheat, barley, hay, grass ‘ o
geeds, potatoes, etc,) $232,809 L9k
Vegetables {green peas, equash, sweet
corn, cucumbers, etc,) 96,242 204

Fruits, Nuts and Berries (peaches,
cherries, grapes, filberts, sirawe
berries, loganberries, blackberries) 764971 16,3

Horticnltural Specialties (flower and
vegetable seeds, flower plants,

bulbsy etc,) 65,220 3.9
Total amount received by ‘ ,
fareers for cash crops | shri,el2 10040

Scurce: U. 5, Census, Apriculture

Marketing Forest Produsis

Farm forest products are increasingly important in Island County as a
source of farm income, lost farms and rural properties of southern Whidbey
Island and Camano Island have woodlands, In 1954 the Census found that S0 to
170 farms were selling four major types of forest products such as firewood,
sawlogs, fence posts and pulpwood, For the items in the survey the total sale
value was nearly $88,790, The Census did not, however, enumerate sales of
Christmas trees, huckleberry brush, salal, Cascara bark and sword ferns which
are egually or more valuable, In 1954 Island County ranked 16th among Washing-
ton counties in value of farm forsst products solde
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a,taEwerettm Mfnor forest-prosucts sush ap Christmae trees and decorstive. greens
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o - BRIy ISlﬂﬁd‘ *Gaunty’ 195“ ) roo T e e e
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' +52 7| 1,703 M bd. ft.
4 - 2,226 ocords .
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. -'-t; Island County xarners vwho reporbed' exp’enditurea in 19514 apén‘b over
$L,859,27i§uring the year for feed, lahor and supplies used in erop and lives
- gtock profittion, Ghiéf’farmiﬁg‘mehse was for livestook hnd poultry feed,
J&aiz;y 570-farms-boueht foed-end. this cost totaled $1,486,865 curing 195k, As
© -AD mwrg:g% foed ootts ran about §2;608 per farm, Wages and expensss paid for

B! br was a’ fotbnd Major cost item it Ialand County agriculture, Labor

W88 hited by 236 farme which padd an cveraze of $803.30 per farm,. . The farm

-;*;-51W' Tk payrall Tan over %189,579 “durdrg 1954, Compared: with. 19L9, feed costs on
J-N’muxﬂgwa been reduced-slightly but’ 1954 cehsus-Tigures show thab oosta Lfor

’ .1abor, machine ‘hire, betx-olemn an’_bi‘artilizera have inocreased, i, .\

S‘iarv loing and 'suppl.’»’ing of Islang. County s 657 farms. ia:a mdor baaia of
" business in Osk Harber, Coupevil] '_gqﬁmanwoed. }‘h;Ls farm trade: ‘area is @
market, for over $14859,800 worth, of. & pi;lee and: equipment each -years |

Table 320«- Specified Fa::m' Ebmeg@i’turas in 3.9514, Island camty
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Expenditure - “Revarti 2| Peg B
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bwyﬁghm}‘-l‘s,g,ﬂotcla-ccqopﬂ».-;-|‘. e e

!ﬁrad 1&1:’01‘.0--.---accc-.o:oqqn ik
~Peed for livestock and-pomttry'l 57
‘Gasoline, petroleum fuel & oil

. Caned 494
- Cwmuvavial fertilizer,eesecves

- $Ane and. 1iming mabertals,sese. oo oin oo dd
g ‘,;'I‘oia] .production’ cosﬁa“i 1 SR

Lty _gdcultuxal Mcomé Gempgredftf chef Incnme Sourcea

Herd tAg ‘study- publiahed in 195k has- ~shown that nat :anome dc_arixred frem na‘l‘a
- -profits in a&r:rculture is in 'bhe range of $700,000 to 35800,000 pex' year. In
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the last year analyzed, 1952, it was f t

from all farms totaled $766,000, This recent study at Washington State College
also showed that agricultural income had become less important in the eounty

economy, In 1952 agriculture made up only 7 percent of all inecome in the area,
Since 1945, goverrment employment in U, S, N

the largest source of wages. In 1952 govermnment payrolls accounted for about
38 porcent of all income, Agriculture in the early 19501!s was exceeded by
government; construction and retail and wholesale trades in the total county
ECOnOmy,

lable 33,- iypcs ond Sources of Income 19501952, Island County 1/

“Percentage of County

Type and Sovrce Inceme In Dollars. By Years Income by Years

o7 Tnoome 1580, T TI95T | ayse | 19501 19511 197
Agriculture $ 824,000(% 711,000{$ 766,000 | 9,31 Te3| 70
Consﬁmcti-on 82’000 565, 000 1,133.000 09 rY ' 10 .3
Goverrment 3,431,000/ 3,903,000{ L,115,000| 38,6] LO.2| 3748
Manilfacturing h39,000 5!45,000 575’000 5.0 5.6 5.2
Service ho?7,000{ 407,000 526,000 Lab| he2!| LB
Transportation,

Communication .

and Utilities 261,000; 303,000 301,000f 3,01 3.1] 248

Trade 873,000; 971,000 1,178,000 948 10,0| 10,7

Miseellaneous 91,000{ 119,000 136,000 | 1,0f 12| 142

Property Income| 1,165,000] 1,237,000] 1,296,000( 13,1 | 12,7] 11,8

Other Income 1,307,000! 956,000 920,000 1he7! 949 Bel
Total %5, 850,000{%9,717,000! $10,976,000 | 10040 | 10040 | 10040

1/ John A, Cuthrie and Stanley E, Boyle, County Inccme P ts in Was
19501952, Pullman, Wash. Washingtgn State Coilegé;é¥gg%3¥in Nos 26e

Level of Livine on Island County Farms

On the whole, farm incomes and levels of living are below those found in
cities and townsy Because of the scattered and isclated location of many farms,
suct eonvenlences as .elsetricity, hot and cold running water and telephonse
have not been as easily available to farm families, This is the general
situation in American agriculture,

Island County?!s farming districts compare favorably with those of all
rural areas of America and the State of Washington in living conditions, In
fact, they measure above the general famm average for the United States and
are equal average conditions for all the farming regions of Washington, Average
farm income in Island Covnty was $2,035 per farm family in 1950, This was
above the national aver-re and slightly below the state average, Rural eleCw
trification is well advanced. About 9L percent of farms have electric service,
which 1s above the national and state averages. The use of electrical home
appliances and other labor-saving conveniences is above the general use of these
over the nation's farming regions, Use of telephones and modern household
plumbing also is above the state and national average, A8 a whole, the island
farms were less isclated and closer to trading centers than the average in all
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"'..;- meri os -The -entire farm family lovel«of~living in Island Courty was
graded 1,)4 compared ~w1th gredaer of 122 ‘i‘or the riation and 154 for-the state in
‘a: mcent atudy ef Washington farm paopla st the State Oollege of Washincton.

Tatde e Indioes of Tevel of ldving of Telind County Fam °

Famil:l.ea, 1950 Gampared ﬂith St.e.te and !htioml Avorcgus o &
P B Ferce%age & tota!."fam fm ﬂtﬁﬁaﬁed ;
: Index Itema index items
- ""Unitsd B‘bates Washi ton | Islaiﬁ Count;
Farm Farily Leve:l-af-uving AR - R 1y |- 18k
S mMed:lan Imso'ne pek}?amily L - - 182,380 t ,035
&lectrﬁ.eity : 78 2 I .:92.5% Qu
Electsie Het: Water Heater b9el | . 3045
" Electrdc Vashing Machine - 8BS | ~5h05
Ry ﬁeme Freazers . _ ) Code o 1heS L2546
_Megh, Réfrigerdtors .. = Tl ] Tl
‘?él hQne . = o K] SRS 57'.5 . ‘f - 60‘6
_ “Hot and ‘Gold’ Water Plumbing O 2RkE {0 T0 | e 137 .-
-'_Geptral Heating: B | T £ T YR \ [ B 7.3
Héusee vith More than One T ‘ ‘ N
Pereon. per Room - 22,3 15,7 | .. .5
e LAu&omobiles P- S B 63.0 1 TS _-.,-__:',82.3
.. T¥avel 0. Miles or Hore N e -
_ﬁ;rt‘o Tx!ading Genter A -:_j.}-g,’al.h T 20,8 REEER &.3_-: .
'Smu'ca: ‘Walter L. Slochm and. Carel Te Stone, gl_ag Farn People ot_Wa' on

e 7 gh Mid-Century, State: Gollece of Washington, Bulle .n"'!
' F'e'bmery I“‘sb , Pullnian, Was}ﬁngton. ‘ . o

"7'-,' '-- o - . -)

As hiatory gnd statistios praaent.ed in theae pagea havo ahovm, Ithnd
County agriculture is a record of progress by its industrious people, .In a
century of time those who have chosén~to live on the soil inm this. 48)and avrea

- - :of.north Puget .Sound have made. 1%_@::.:4mportant Larming region of the state,
< Its mmerous poultry, dairy and specialty crep farms add much to. the esonmmic
: vgg;x-being of the Pugat. Sound Bagin ang the. local county econony. - Each farm

n-Whidbey and Camario Ielande atands: as & 1iving mouument to the: spirit of
cﬂ'ﬁerprisa and faith of the fami:lieo who .have followed agriculiure: 1n Island
: ourrby.
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